






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-jks4b
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-10T16:37:16.663Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 122 Issue 567 
	>Heterosexual Aversion in Homosexual Males



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Extract
	References




  Heterosexual Aversion in Homosexual Males
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
29 January 2018

    Kurt Freund   ,
Ron Langevin   ,
Stephen Cibiri    and
Yaroslaw Zajac   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Kurt Freund
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, University of Toronto, and Head, Section of Social Pathology




	Ron Langevin
	Affiliation: Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, 250 College Street, Toronto 130, Canada




	Stephen Cibiri
	Affiliation: Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, 250 College Street, Toronto 130, Canada




	Yaroslaw Zajac
	Affiliation: Clarke Institute of Psychiatry, 250 College Street, Toronto 130, Canada




  


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Extract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Extract
  Psychotherapists tend to view homosexuality as a neurosis or as a neurotic symptom (Sadger, 1909, 1921; Klein, 1932; Rado, 1940; Ellis, 1952, 1955; Bieber et al., 1962; Ovesey et al., 1963). In support of this viewpoint, several authors have observed that the frequency of typical neurotic phenomena in homosexual males is much higher than that in a heterosexual male population, and have concluded that homosexuality is one of the neurotic symptoms of their patients (Stekel, 1929; Henry, 1937; Ellis, 1959; Musaph, 1960; Doidge and Holtzman, 1960). However, an alternative interpretation is that such maladaptive patterns develop from the difficult situation of a homosexual male in a heterosexual society and from the general disapproval he encounters. Moreover, the finding of increased prevalence of neurotic symptoms in homosexual males has itself been challenged by Kronfeld (1923) and Hooker (1957), who pointed out that the investigated homosexual males represented a selection of people who sought psychiatric help. Hooker studied non-patient samples from homosexuals' clubs and did not find an abnormally high frequency of neurotic symptoms.
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