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  Extract
  Classification systems such as diagnosis have two primary properties, reliability and validity. Reliability refers to the consistency with which subjects are classified; validity, to the utility of the system for its various purposes. In the case of psychiatric diagnosis, the purposes of the classification system are communication about clinical features, aetiology, course of illness and treatment. A necessary constraint on the validity of a system is its reliability. There is no guarantee that a reliable system is valid, but assuredly an unreliable system must be invalid.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	The British Journal of Psychiatry
  
,
Volume 125
  
,
Issue 587
  , October 1974  , pp. 341 - 347 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.125.4.341
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1974 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 American Psychiatric Association (1952) Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the Mental Disorders.
Google Scholar


 
 

 American Psychiatric Association (1968) Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the Mental Disorders. 2nd Edition.
Google Scholar


 
 

 Beck, A. T., Ward, C. H., Mendelson, M., Mock, J. E., & Erbaugh, J. K. (1962). Reliability of psychiatric diagnoses: 2. A study of consistency of clinical judgments and ratings. Amer. J. Psychiat., 119, 351–7.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Cohen, J. (1960) A coefficient of agreement for nominal scales. Educ. psychol. Measmt., 20, 37–46.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Cohen, J. (1968) Weighted kappa: Nominal scale agreement with provision for scaled disagreement or partial credit. Psychol. Bull., 70, 213–20.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Cooper, J. E., Kendell, R. E., Gurland, B. J., Sharpe, L., Copeland, J. R. M. & Simon, R. (1972) Psychiatric Diagnosis in New York and London. (U.S.–U.K. Diagnostic Project.)
London: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Copeland, J. R. M., Cooper, J. E., Kendell, R. E., & Gourlay, A. J. (1971) Differences in usage of diagnostic labels amongst psychiatrists in the British Isles. Brit. J. Psychiat., 118, 629–40.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Feighner, J. P., Robins, E., Guze, S. B., Woodruff, R. A., Winokur, G. & Munoz, R. (1972) Diagnostic criteria for use in psychiatric research. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 26, 57–63.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fleiss, J. L. (1971) Measuring nominal scale agreement among many raters. Psychol. Bull., 76, 378–82.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Fleiss, J. L. & Cohen, J. (1973) The equivalence of weighted kappa and the intraclass correlation coefficient as measures of reliability. Educ. psychol. Measmt., 33, 613–19.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fleiss, J. L.
Spitzer, R. L., Endicott, J. & Cohen, J. (1972) Quantification of agreement in multiple psychiatric diagnosis. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 26, 168–71.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Gurland, B. J., Fleiss, J. L., Sharpe, L., Simon, R. & Barrett, J. E. (1972) The mislabeling of depressed patients in New York State hospitals. Disorders of Mood (eds. Zubin, J. & Freyhan, F. A.), pp. 17–28. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Her Majesty's Stationery Office (1968) A Glossary of Mental Disorders. General Register Office Studies on Medical and Population Subjects, no. 22.Google Scholar


 
 

 Katz, M. M., Cole, J. O. & Lowry, H. A. (1969) Studies of the diagnostic process: The influence of symptom perception, past experience, and ethnic background on diagnostic decisions. Amer. J. Psychiat., 125, 937–47.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kendell, R. E., Cooper, J. E., Gourlay, A. J., Copeland, J. R. M., Sharpe, L. & Gurland, B.J. (1971) The diagnostic criteria of American and British psychiatrists. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 25, 123–30.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kreitman, N. (1961) The reliability of psychiatric diagnosis. J. ment. Sci., 107, 876–86.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Light, R.J. (1971) Measures of agreement for qualitative data: Some generalizations and alternatives. Psychol. Bull., 76, 365–77.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Lorr, M., McNair, D. M., Klett, C. J. & Lasky, J. J. (1962) Evidence of ten psychiatric syndromes. J. consult. Psychol, 26, 185–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sandifer, M. G., Hordern, A., Timbury, G. C. & Green, L. M. (1968) Psychiatric diagnosis: A comparative study in North Carolina, London and Glasgow. Brit. J. Psychiat., 114, 1–9.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Sandifer, M. G., Pettus, C. & Quade, D. (1964) A study of psychiatric diagnosis. J. nerv. ment. Dis., 139, 350–6.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Schmidt, H. O. & Fonda, C. P. (1956) The reliability of psychiatrie diagnosis: A new look. J. abnor. soc., Psychol., 52, 262–7.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sharpe, L., Gurland, B. J., Fleiss, J. L., Kendell, R. E., Cooper, J. E. & Copeland, J. R. M.
Some comparisons of American, Canadian and British psychiatrists in their diagnostic concepts. Canad. J. Psychiat.
In press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Spitzer, R. L., Cohen, J., Fleiss, J. L. & Endicott, J. (1967a) Quantification of agreement in psychiatric diagnosis: A new approach. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 17, 83–7.Google Scholar


 
 

 Spitzer, R. L., Endicott, J., Cohen, J. & Fleiss, J. L.
Constraints on the validity of computer diagnosis. (In preparation).Google Scholar


 
 

 Spitzer, R. L., Endicott, J., Fleiss, J. L. & Cohen, J. (1970) Psychiatric Status Schedule: A technique for evaluating psychopathology and impairment in role functioning. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 23, 41–55.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Spitzer, R. L., Fleiss, J. L., Endicott, J. & Cohen, J. (1967b) Mental Status Schedule: Properties of factor analytically derived scales. Arch. gen. Psychiat., 16, 479–93.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wing, J. K., Birley, J. L. T., Cooper, J. E., Graham, P. & Isaacs, A. D. (1967) Reliability of a procedure for measuring and classifying ‘present psychiatric state’. Brit. J. Psychiat, 113, 499–515.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Zubin, J. (1967) Classification of the behavior disorders. In Annual Review of Psychology (eds. Farnsworth, P. R. & McNemar, O.). Palo Alto, California, Annual Reviews
, pp. 373–406.CrossRefGoogle Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
  	420
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
420




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Koran, Lorrin M.
1975.
The Reliability of Clinical Methods, Data and Judgments.
New England Journal of Medicine,
Vol. 293,
Issue. 13,
p.
642.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baldessarini, Ross J.
1975.
Metabolic Hypotheses in Schizophrenia.
New England Journal of Medicine,
Vol. 292,
Issue. 10,
p.
527.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Koehler, Karl
and
Guth, Wolfgang
1976.
Schneider-Oriented versus Conrad-Oriented Psychiatric Diagnosis in the same German Clinic.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 129,
Issue. 5,
p.
446.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Blashfield, Roger K.
and
Draguns, Juris G.
1976.
Toward a Taxonomy of Psychopathology: The Purpose of Psychiatric Classification.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 129,
Issue. 6,
p.
574.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Eysenck, Sybil B. G.
White, O.
and
Eysenck, Hans J.
1976.
Personality and Mental Illness.
Psychological Reports,
Vol. 39,
Issue. 3,
p.
1011.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Khouri, Philippe J.
1977.
Atypical psychosis in relation to the schizophrenia spectrum: Report of a family and review of the literature.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 2,
p.
111.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Gibbs, Leonard
and
Flanagan, John
1977.
Prognostic Indicators of Alcoholism Treatment Outcome.
International Journal of the Addictions,
Vol. 12,
Issue. 8,
p.
1097.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






O'Farrell, Timothy J.
and
Upper, Dennis
1977.
The interjudge reliability of cautela and upper's behavioral coding system.
Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry,
Vol. 8,
Issue. 1,
p.
39.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Koehler, Karl
and
Jacoby, Ch.
1978.
Schneider-oriented psychiatric diagnosis in Germany compared with New York and London.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 1,
p.
19.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Manschreck, Theo C.
and
Petri, Michelle
1978.
The atypical psychoses.
Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry,
Vol. 2,
Issue. 3,
p.
233.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Angle, H.V.
Ellinwood, E.H.
and
Carroll, J.
1978.
Computer Interview Problem Assessment Of Psychiatric Patients.
p.
137.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Matarazzo, Joseph D.
1978.
Clinical Diagnosis of Mental Disorders.
p.
47.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Häfner, H.
1978.
Psychiatrische Epidemiologie.
Vol. 17,
Issue. ,
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Newmark, Charles S.
Simpson, Mariett
and
Jones, Tazewell
1978.
The Discriminative Validity of the Whitaker Index of Schizophrenic Thinking.
Journal of Personality Assessment,
Vol. 42,
Issue. 6,
p.
636.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Cicchetti, Domenic V.
Lee, Chinyu
Fontana, Alan F.
and
Dowds, Barbara Noel
1978.
A Computer Program for Assessing Specific Category Rater Agreement for Qualitative Data.
Educational and Psychological Measurement,
Vol. 38,
Issue. 3,
p.
805.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Braakman, R.
Avezaat, C.J.J.
Maas, A.I.R.
Roel, M.
and
Schouten, H.J.A.
1978.
Inter observer agreement in the assessment of the motor response of the Glasgow ‘coma’ scale.
Clinical Neurology and Neurosurgery,
Vol. 80,
Issue. 2,
p.
100.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baumann, U.
and
Woggon, B.
1979.
Interrater-Reliabilit�t bei Diagnosen, AMP-Syndromen und AMP-Symptomen.
Archiv f�r Psychiatrie und Nervenkrankheiten,
Vol. 227,
Issue. 1,
p.
3.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Sami, Magdi
Kraemer, Helena
and
DeBusk, Robert F.
1979.
Reproducibility of exercise-induced ventricular arrhythmia after myocardial infarction.
The American Journal of Cardiology,
Vol. 43,
Issue. 4,
p.
724.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






1979.
Sleep & Dreaming.
p.
283.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






van den Berge, J H
Schouten, H J
Boomstra, S
van Drunen Littel, S
and
Braakman, R
1979.
Interobserver agreement in assessment of ocular signs in coma..
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry,
Vol. 42,
Issue. 12,
p.
1163.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








A Re-analysis of the Reliability of Psychiatric Diagnosis








	Volume 125, Issue 587
	
Robert L. Spitzer (a1) and Joseph L. Fleiss (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.125.4.341





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





A Re-analysis of the Reliability of Psychiatric Diagnosis








	Volume 125, Issue 587
	
Robert L. Spitzer (a1) and Joseph L. Fleiss (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.125.4.341





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





A Re-analysis of the Reliability of Psychiatric Diagnosis








	Volume 125, Issue 587
	
Robert L. Spitzer (a1) and Joseph L. Fleiss (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.125.4.341





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















