






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-g5k2d
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-09T03:54:20.778Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 129 Issue 2 
	>Some Possible Childhood Indicators of Adult Schizophrenia...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Summary
	References




  Some Possible Childhood Indicators of Adult Schizophrenia Inferred from Children of Schizophrenics
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
29 January 2018

    D. R. Hanson   ,
I. I. Gottesman    and
L. L. Heston   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	D. R. Hanson
	Affiliation: Department of Psychology, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA; Department of Psychology, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada




	I. I. Gottesman
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA




	L. L. Heston
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA




  


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Summary
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Summary
  Prospective developmental data on 33 children of consensus diagnosed schizophrenic parents were compared to control samples of children of other psychiatric patients and children of normal parents. Contrary to several reports, the children of schizophrenics, observed from birth to age seven, were remarkably normal on a host of pregnancy and delivery variables, neurological examinations, physical growth measures, and psychological tests. However, a combination of three indicators characterized five of the 116 children, and all five were offspring of schizophrenics (17 per cent of the high risk sample), thus matching the expected lifetime risk for schizophrenia previously observed in such samples. Case histories show that all five children have enduring patterns of maladjustment and exhibit behaviours often reported in the premorbid histories of schizophrenics. Most have family histories heavily loaded with schizophrenia. In terms of a diathesis-stress model, these five children appear especially vulnerable to future schizophrenia in the absence of rational methods of prevention.
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