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  Summary
  A validated objective measure of the state of psychological function was used to determine the incidence and course of psychological dysfunction in a group of evacuees from Darwin following disaster caused by a cyclone (Cyclone Tracy). While psychological dysfunction was increased initially (58 per cent) and at ten weeks (41 per cent), it had returned to an Australian general population control level (22 per cent) at 14 months.
Factors influencing psychological dysfunction were examined, and it is suggested that the sample faced two different stressors at differing times. Initial psychiatric morbidity was most clearly associated with the experience of thinking that one might die or be seriously injured and therefore conceptualized as a ‘mortality stressor’. Psychiatric morbidity at ten weeks appeared to be most closely associated with what has been conceptualized as a ‘relocation stressor’.
Reasons why psychiatric morbidity decreased to a general population control level are discussed.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	The British Journal of Psychiatry
  
,
Volume 130
  
,
Issue 6
  , June 1977  , pp. 548 - 555 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.130.6.548
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1977 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 
1

 1
Adler, A. (1943) Neuropsychiatric complications in victims of Boston's Cocoanut Grove Disaster. Journal of the American Medical Association, 123, 1098–101.Google Scholar


 
 
2

 2
Andrews, G., Tennant, C., Schonell, M., See, G., Joyce, K., Abernethy, K. & Cantori, G. (1975) An Approach to Measuring the Health of an Urban Population. Human Communications Laboratory, The University of New South Wales.Google Scholar


 
 
3

 3
Eastwell, H. (1976) The Darwin Factor: psychological sequelae of the 1974 cyclone. In press.Google Scholar


 
 
4

 4
Forrester, J. W. (1969) Urban Dynamics, Massachusetts: M.I.T. Press.Google Scholar


 
 
5

 5
Glass, A. J. (1959) Psychological aspects of disaster. Journal of the American Medical Association, 171, 188–91.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 
6

 6
Goldberg, D. P. (1972) The Detection of Psychiatric Illness.
London: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 
7

 7
Health Journal of the Australian Department of Health (1975) Special Darwin Issue, 25, 4.Google Scholar


 
 
8

 8
Kinston, W. & Rosser, R. (1974) Disaster: effects on mental and physical state. Journal of Psychosomatic Research, 18, 437–56.Google Scholar


 
 
9

 9
Leopold, R. L. & Dillon, H. (1963) Psychoanatomy of a disaster: a long-term study of post-traumatic neuroses in survivors of a marine explosion. American Journal of Psychiatry, 119, 913–21.Google Scholar


 
 
10

 10
Maddison, D. & Walker, W. L. (1967) Factors affecting the outcome of conjugal bereavement. British Journal of Psychiatry, 113, 1057–67.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 
11

 11
Masserman, J. H. (1953) Faith and delusion in psychotherapy. American Journal of Psychiatry, 110, 324–33.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 
12

 12
Park, R. E. (1928) Human migration and the marginal man. American Journal of Sociology, 33, 881–93.Google Scholar


 
 
13

 13
Parker, G. & Brotchie, H. (1977) Psychological disturbance in a general practice setting. Accepted for publication. Australian Family Physician.
Google Scholar


 
 
14

 14
Titchener, J. L. & Kapp, F. T. (1975) Family and character change in Buffalo Creek. Presented at American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, Araheim.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
  	74
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
74




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









1978.
Current Literature.
Disasters,
Vol. 2,
Issue. 1,
p.
91.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Sims, A. C. P.
White, A. C.
and
Murphy, T.
1979.
Aftermath Neurosis: Psychological Sequelae of the Birmingham Bombings in Victims Not Seriously Injured.
Medicine, Science and the Law,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 2,
p.
78.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Raphael, Beverley
1981.
Squibb Academic Address: Personal Disaster.
Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 15,
Issue. 3,
p.
183.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






1981.
Prolonged Psychosocial Effects of Disaster.
p.
157.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Patrick, V.
and
Patrick, W. K.
1981.
Cyclone ‘78 in Sri Lanka—The Mental Health Trail.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 138,
Issue. 3,
p.
210.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Taylor, A. J. W.
and
Frazer, A. G.
1982.
The Stress of Post-Disaster Body Handling and Victim Identification Work.
Journal of Human Stress,
Vol. 8,
Issue. 4,
p.
4.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Quarantelli, E.L.
1982.
General and particular observations on sheltering and housing in American disasters.
Disasters,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 4,
p.
277.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baum, Andrew
Fleming, Raymond
and
Davidson, Laura M.
1983.
Natural Disaster and Technological Catastrophe.
Environment and Behavior,
Vol. 15,
Issue. 3,
p.
333.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Raphael, Beverley
1984.
Psychosocial aspects of disaster: Some Australian studies, and the Ash Wednesday bushfires.
Medical Journal of Australia,
Vol. 141,
Issue. 5,
p.
268.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Raphael, Beverley
1984.
Psychiatric Consultancy in Major Disaster.
Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 4,
p.
303.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






McFarlane, A. C.
and
Raphael, B.
1984.
Ash Wednesday: The Effects of a Fire.
Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 4,
p.
341.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Valent, Paul
1984.
The Ash Wednesday bushfires in Victoria.
Medical Journal of Australia,
Vol. 141,
Issue. 5,
p.
291.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






López-Ibor, J. J.
Soria, J.
Cañas, F.
and
Rodriguez-Gamazo, M.
1985.
Psychopathological Aspects of the Toxic Oil Syndrome Catastrophe.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 147,
Issue. 4,
p.
352.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Steinglass, Peter
De-Nour, Atara Kaplan
and
Shye, Samuel
1985.
Factors influencing psychosocial adjustment to forced geographical relocation: The Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai..
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry,
Vol. 55,
Issue. 4,
p.
513.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Raphael, Beverley
1985.
Mental and physical health consequences of disasters.
Medical Journal of Australia,
Vol. 143,
Issue. 5,
p.
180.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






McFarlane, Alexander C.
1985.
The Effects of Stressful Life Events and Disasters: Research and Theoretical Issues.
Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 4,
p.
409.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






McFarlane, Alexander C.
1986.
Long‐term psychiatric morbidity after a natural disaster: Implications for disaster planners and emergency services.
Medical Journal of Australia,
Vol. 145,
Issue. 11-12,
p.
561.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Fairley, M.
Langeluddecke, Pauline
and
Tennant, Christopher
1986.
Psychological and physical morbidity in the aftermath of a cyclone.
Psychological Medicine,
Vol. 16,
Issue. 3,
p.
671.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Melick, Mary Evans
and
Logue, James N.
1986.
The Effect of Disaster on the Health and Well-Being of Older Women.
The International Journal of Aging and Human Development,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 1,
p.
27.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Yanping, Zheng
and
Derson, Young
1986.
The relationship of life events and stress to neurosis in China: Comparison of 105 neurotic patients to 103 normal controls.
Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 3,
p.
245.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Cyclone Tracy and Darwin Evacuees: On the Restoration of the Species








	Volume 130, Issue 6
	
Gordon Parker (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.130.6.548





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Cyclone Tracy and Darwin Evacuees: On the Restoration of the Species








	Volume 130, Issue 6
	
Gordon Parker (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.130.6.548





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Cyclone Tracy and Darwin Evacuees: On the Restoration of the Species








	Volume 130, Issue 6
	
Gordon Parker (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.130.6.548





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















