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  Summary
  In a retrospective study of 67 elderly bipolar patients the first manic attack occurred at about age 60, often after a long period from the time of the first affective episode, after which further depressive episodes occurred. This calls into question Perris’ criteria for unipolar diagnosis. Among the men, a preponderance of cerebral-organic disorders was found. The evidence for sub-classification of bipolar disorders into secondary or symptomatic manias is discussed. The recurrent nature of the illness in old age stresses the need for further evaluation of lithium prophylaxis.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Papers


 	
Information

	The British Journal of Psychiatry
  
,
Volume 136
  
,
Issue 1
  , January 1980  , pp. 26 - 32 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.136.1.26
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © The Royal College of Psychiatrists 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Abrams, R. & Taylor, M. A. (1974) Unipolar mania, a preliminary report. Archives of General Psychiatry, 30, 441–3.Google Scholar


 
 

 Angst, J. (1966) Zur Ätiologie und Nosologic endogener depressiver Psychosen. In Monographien aus dem Gesamtgebiete der Neurologic und Psychiatrie.
Berlin: Springer Verlag.Google Scholar


 
 

 Barker, M. G. (1968) Psychiatric illness after hysterectomy. British Medical Journal, ii, 91–5.Google Scholar


 
 

 Carlson, G. A., Davenport, Y. B. & Jamison, K. (1977) A comparison of outcome in adolescent and late-onset bipolar manic-depressive illness. American Journal of Psychiatry, 134, 919–22.Google Scholar


 
 

 Caroff, S. N. (1978) Klinefelter's syndrome and bipolar affective illness: a case report. American Journal of Psychiatry, 135, 748–9.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Dalén, P. (1965) Family history, the EEG and perinatal factors in manic conditions. Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, 41, 527–63.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dewhurst, K. (1969) The neurosyphilitic psychoses today; a survey of 91 cases. British Journal of Psychiatry, 115, 31–8.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fairbairn, A. S. & Acheson, E. D. (1969) The extent of organ removal in the Oxford area. Journal of Chronic Diseases, 22, 111–22.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Feighner, J., Robins, E., Guze, S., Woodruff, R. A., Winokur, G. & Munoz, R. (1972) Diagnostic criteria for use in psychiatric research. Archives of General Psychiatry, 26, 57–63.Google Scholar


 
 

 Goetzel, V., Green, R., Whybrow, P. & Jackson, R. (1974) X-linkage revisited. Archives of General Psychiatry, 31, 665–72.Google Scholar


 
 

 Herbert, M. E. & Jacobson, S. (1967) Late paraphrenia. British Journal of Psychiatry, 113, 461–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hopkinson, G. (1964) A genetic study of affective illness in patients over 50. British Journal of Psychiatry, 110, 244–54.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Hopkinson, G. & Ley, P. (1969) A genetic study of affective disorder. British Journal of Psychiatry, 115, 917–22.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 James, N. M. (1977) Early- and late-onset bipolar affective disorder: a genetic study. Archives of General Psychiatry, 34, 715–7.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Kay, D. W. K. (1959) Observations on the natural history and genetics of old age psychoses: a Stockholm material 1931–1937. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, 52, 29–32.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Kay, D. W. K. (1976) The depressions and neuroses of later life. In Recent Advances in Clinical Psychiatry. (Ed. K. Granville-Grossman). Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kay, D. W. K. & Roth, M. (1961) Environmental and hereditary factors in the schizophrenias of old age and their bearing on the general problem of schizophrenia. Journal of Mental Science, 107, 649–86.Google Scholar


 
 

 Leonhard, K., Korff, I. & Schulz, H. (1962) Die Temperamente in den Familien der monopolaren und bipolaren phasischen Psychosen. Psychiatria et Neurologia, 143, 416–34.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mendlewicz, J. (1976) The age factor in depressive illness: some genetic considerations. Journal of Gerontology, 31, 300–3.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mendlewicz, J., Fieve, R. R., Rainer, J. D. & Fleiss, J. L. (1972) Manic-depressive illness: a comparative study of patients with and without a family history. British Journal of Psychiatry, 120, 523–30.Google Scholar


 
 

 Perris, C. (1966) A study of bipolar (manic-depressive) and unipolar recurrent psychoses (I–X). Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, Supplement, 194, 1–189.Google Scholar


 
 

 Post, F. (1962) The Significance of Affective Symptoms in Old Age.
London: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Post, F. (1972) The management and nature of depressive illnesses in late life: a follow-through study. British Journal of Psychiatry, 121, 393–404.Google Scholar


 
 

 Post, F. (1978) The functional psychoses. In Studies of Geriatric Psychiatry. (Ed. A. Isaacs and F. Post). Chichester: John Wiley & Sons.Google Scholar


 
 

 Richards, D. H. (1973) Depression after hysterectomy. Lances, 2, 430–2.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Rosenbaum, A. H. & Barry, M. J. (1975) Positive therapeutic response to lithium in hypomania secondary to organic brain syndrome. American Journal of Psychiatry, 132, 1072–3.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Roth, M. (1955) The natural history of mental disorder in old age. Journal of Mental Science, 101, 281–301.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ryback, R. S. & Schwab, R. S. (1971) Manic response to levodopa therapy; report of a case. New England Journal of Medicine, 285, 788–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sayed, A. J. (1976) Mania and bromism: a case report and a look to the future. American Journal of Psychiatry, 133, 228–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Spicer, C. C., Hare, E. H. & Slater, E. (1973) Neurotic and psychotic forms of depressive illness: evidence from age-incidence in a national sample. British Journal of Psychiatry, 123, 535–41.Google Scholar


 
 

 Steinberg, D., Hirsch, S. R., Marston, S. D., Reynolds, K. & Sutton, R. N. P. (1972) Influenza infection causing manic psychosis. British Journal of Psychiatry, 120, 531–5.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Stenstedt, A. (1959) Involutional melancholia. Acta Psychiatrica Neurologica Scandinavica, Supplement, 127.Google Scholar


 
 

 Taylor, M. & Abrams, R. (1973) Manic states: a genetic study of early and late onset affective disorders. Archives of General Psychiatry, 28, 656–8.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Wiesert, K. N. & Hendrie, H. C. (1977) Secondary mania? A case report. American Journal of Psychiatry, 134, 929–30.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Winokur, G. (1975) The Iowa 500: Heterogeneity and course in manic-depressive illness (bipolar). Comprehensive Psychiatry, 16, 125–31.Google Scholar


 
 

 Winokur, G., Clayton, P. & Reich, T. (1969) Manic-depressive illness. St Louis: C. V. Mosby Co.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
  	138
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
138




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Paschalis, C.
Pavlou, A.
and
Papadimitriou, A.
1980.
A Stepped Forty-Eight Hour Manic-Depressive Cycle.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 137,
Issue. 4,
p.
332.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Clayton, Paula J.
1981.
The epidemiology of bipolar affective disorder.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 22,
Issue. 1,
p.
31.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Lehmann, Heinz E.
1982.
Affective Disorders in the Aged.
Psychiatric Clinics of North America,
Vol. 5,
Issue. 1,
p.
27.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






MENSH, IVAN N.
and
HECHT, ELIZABETH
1982.
Gender and Psychopathology.
p.
103.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Barnes, Francis F.
1982.
Precipitation of mania and visual hallucinations by amoxapine hydrochloride.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 23,
Issue. 6,
p.
590.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Malt, U.
1983.
Classification and diagnosis of depression.
Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica,
Vol. 67,
Issue. s302,
p.
7.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Maletta, Gabe J.
1983.
Contemporary Geriatric Medicine.
p.
299.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Jefferson, James W.
1983.
Lithium and affective disorder in the elderly.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 24,
Issue. 2,
p.
166.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Cassano, Giovanni B.
Maggini, Carlo
and
Akiskal, Hagop S.
1983.
Short-Term, Subchronic, and Chronic Sequelae of Affective Disorders.
Psychiatric Clinics of North America,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 1,
p.
55.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Akiskal, Hagop S.
Walker, Parks
Puzantian, Vahe R.
King, Doug
Rosenthal, Ted L.
and
Dranon, Martha
1983.
Bipolar outcome in the course of depressive illness.
Journal of Affective Disorders,
Vol. 5,
Issue. 2,
p.
115.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Logsdail, Stephen J.
1984.
Affective Illness Changing to Paranoid State.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 144,
Issue. 2,
p.
209.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Schatzberg, Alan F.
Liptzin, Benjamin
Satlin, Andrew
and
Cole, Jonathan O.
1984.
Diagnosis of affective disorders in the elderly.
Psychosomatics,
Vol. 25,
Issue. 2,
p.
126.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Eagles, John M.
and
Whalley, Lawrence J.
1985.
Ageing and Affective Disorders: The Age at First Onset of Affective Disorders in Scotland, 1969–1978.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 147,
Issue. 2,
p.
180.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Maletta, Gabe J.
1986.
Contemporary Geriatric Medicine.
p.
331.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Liptzin, Benjamin
1987.
The geriatric patient and general hospital psychiatry.
General Hospital Psychiatry,
Vol. 9,
Issue. 3,
p.
198.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Stoudemire, Alan
and
Riether, Anne Marie
1987.
Evaluation and treatment of paranoid syndromes in the elderly: A review.
General Hospital Psychiatry,
Vol. 9,
Issue. 4,
p.
267.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Shulman, Kenneth I.
Mackenzie, Susan
and
Hardy, Brian
1987.
The clinical use of lithium carbonate in old age: A review.
Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology and Biological Psychiatry,
Vol. 11,
Issue. 2-3,
p.
159.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Shulman, Kenneth I.
1987.
Disturbed Behavior in the Elderly.
p.
31.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Maletta, Gabe J.
1988.
Contemporary Geriatric Medicine.
p.
275.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Yassa, Ramzy
Nair, Vasavan
Nastase, Christine
Camille, Yves
and
Belzile, Lise
1988.
Prevalence of bipolar disorder in a psychogeriatric population.
Journal of Affective Disorders,
Vol. 14,
Issue. 3,
p.
197.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Bipolar Affective Disorder in Old Age








	Volume 136, Issue 1
	
Kenneth Shulman (a1) and Felix Post (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.136.1.26





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Bipolar Affective Disorder in Old Age








	Volume 136, Issue 1
	
Kenneth Shulman (a1) and Felix Post (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.136.1.26





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Bipolar Affective Disorder in Old Age








	Volume 136, Issue 1
	
Kenneth Shulman (a1) and Felix Post (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.136.1.26





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















