






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-6f5p8
Total loading time: 0.001
Render date: 2024-04-09T11:57:00.877Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 147 Issue 3 
	>Social Support and Long-Term Lithium Outcome



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Summary
	References




  Social Support and Long-Term Lithium Outcome
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
29 January 2018

    Ralph A. O'Connell   ,
Julia A. Mayo   ,
Leonard K. Eng   ,
J. Sidney Jones    and
Richard H. Gabel   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Ralph A. O'Connell*
	Affiliation: St. Vincent's Hospital and Medical Center, New York Medical College, 144 West 12th St., New York NY, 10011, USA




	Julia A. Mayo
	Affiliation: Clinical Studies and Evaluation, St. Vincent's, New York Medical College




	Leonard K. Eng
	Affiliation: St. Vincent's




	J. Sidney Jones
	Affiliation: St. Vincent's




	Richard H. Gabel
	Affiliation: In-patient Service, St. Vincent's, New York Medical College




 	
*

	∗Correspondence






 


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Summary
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Summary
  The failure rate in long-term lithium treatment of bipolar affective disorder is in the range of 20 to 30%, even with rigorous diagnostic criteria and adequate serum lithium levels. This may be due to a variety of biologic and psychosocial factors. Psychosocial factors affecting treatment outcome were studied in 60 RDC diagnosed bipolar patients treated with lithium for one year. Outcome was measured using an affective episode score, a social adjustment scale and a global assessment scale. Social support was the factor most strongly correlated with a good outcome on all three measures.
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