






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-94dtm
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-08T13:18:02.564Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 147 Issue 5 
	>Oil Wives and Intermittent Husbands



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Oil Wives and Intermittent Husbands
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
29 January 2018

    J. K. W. Morrice   ,
R. C. Taylor   ,
D. Clark    and
Kathryn McCann   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	J. K. W. Morrice
	Affiliation: Grampian Health Board, Aberdeen




	R. C. Taylor*
	Affiliation: MRC Medical Sociology Unit, 6 Lilybank Gardens, Glasgow




	D. Clark
	Affiliation: MRC Medical Sociology Unit, Westburn Road, Aberdeen. Present appointment: Scottish Marriage Guidance Council, Edinburgh




	Kathryn McCann
	Affiliation: Institute of Medical Sociology, University of Aberdeen




 	
*

	∗Correspondence






 


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  An investigation was conducted in the Aberdeen area on wives of oil men working either off-shore or on-shore. No differences were found in measures of general health; but ‘off-shore wives' were shown to experience mood and behavioural changes, linked to the pattern of swiftly recurring partings and reunions. While a majority of such wives appeared to tolerate or even thrive on their style of life, 10% had reactions sufficiently pronounced to deserve the label of Intermittent Husband Syndrome or ‘caseness'. Many others would have benefited from more effective preventive and support services.
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