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  Abstract
  The case notes were studied of 142 mothers admitted to psychiatric hospitals in the south-east Thames region within 12 months of childbirth during the years 1979 and 1980. Only 6% of the sample were categorised as schizophrenics by RDC criteria, whereas affective disorders were found to predominate in 80%. Manic and schizo-affective illnesses almost always began within two weeks of parturition, as did psychotic depressions. A third of the patient sample had suffered relatively minor disorders, and given adequate resources, some might have been better managed in the community. A parallel investigation of diagnostic returns to the Department of Health revealed considerable uncertainty about how to classify puerperal mental illnesses in accordance with ICD-9. There is an urgent need to improve the system for categorising and registering mental illnesses related to childbirth. Until this is achieved, research into aetiology, outcome, and the provision of services will continue to be impeded.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Papers


 	
Information

	The British Journal of Psychiatry
  
,
Volume 147
  
,
Issue 6
  , December 1985  , pp. 647 - 654 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.147.6.647
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © 1985 The Royal College of Psychiatrists 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Brockington, I. F., Cernik, K. F., Schofield, E. M., Downing, A. R., Francis, A. F. & Keelan, C. (1981) Puerperal psychosis. Archives of General Psychiatry, 38, 829–833.Google Scholar


 
 

 Brockington, I. F., Winokur, G. & Dean, C. (1982) Puerperal psychosis. In Motherhood and Mental Illness (eds. Brockington, I. F. & Kumar, R.). London: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cox, J. L., Connor, Y. & Kendell, R. E. (1982) Prospective study of the psychiatric disorders of childbirth. British Journal of Psychiatry, 140, 111–117.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Da Silva, L. & Johnstone, E. C. (1981) A follow-up study of severe puerperal psychiatric illness. British Journal of Psychiatry, 139, 346–354.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dean, C. & Kendell, R. E. (1981) The symptomatology of puerperal illnesses. British Journal of Psychiatry, 139, 128–133.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Granville-Grossman, K. (1971) Psychiatric aspects of pregnancy and the Puerperium. In Recent Advances in Clinical Psychiatry (ed. Granville-Grossman, K.). London: Churchill.Google Scholar


 
 

 Grundy, P. F. & Roberts, C. J. (1975) Observation on the epidemiology of post partum mental illness. Psychological Medicine, 5, 286–290.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hamilton, J. A. (1962) Postpartum Psychiatric Problems. St Louis: Mosby.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hamilton, J. A. (1982) The identity of postpartum psychosis. In Motherhood and Mental Illness (eds. Brockington, I. F. & Kumar, R.). London: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hays, P. & Douglass, A. (1984) A comparison of puerperal psychosis and the schizophreniform variant of manic depression. Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, 69, 177–181.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kadrmas, A., Wlnokur, G. & Crowe, R. (1980) Postpartum mania. British Journal of Psychiatry, 135, 551–554.Google Scholar


 
 

 Katona, C. L. E. (1982) Puerperal mental illness: comparisons with non-puerperal controls. British Journal of Psychiatry, 141, 447–452.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Kendell, R. E., Wainwright, S., Hailey, A. & Shannon, B. (1976) The influence of childbirth on psychiatric morbidity. Psychological Medicine, 6, 297–302.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kendell, R. E., Rennie, D., Clarke, J. A. & Dean, C. (1981a) The social and obstetric correlates of psychiatric admission in the Puerperium. Psychological Medicine, 11, 341–350.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kendell, R. E., Mcguire, R. J., Connor, Y. & Cox, J. L. (1981b) Mood changes in the first three weeks after childbirth. Journal of Affective Disorders, 3, 317–326.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Kumar, R. (1982) Neurotic disorders in childbearing women. In Motherhood and Mental Illness (eds. Brockington, I. F. & Kumar, R.). London: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kumar, R. & Robson, K. M. (1984) A prospective study of emotional disorders in childbearing women. British Journal of Psychiatry, 144, 35–47.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kumar, R., Meltzer, E. S., Hepplewhite, R. & Stevensen, A. D. (1985) ‘Mother and Baby’ admissions to psychiatric hospitals in the South East Thames Region: a survey of facilities. (Submitted for publication).Google Scholar


 
 

 Margison, F. & Brockington, I. F. (1982) Psychiatric mother and baby units. In Motherhood and Mental Illness (eds. Brockington, I. F. & Kumar, R.). London: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Paffenbarger, R. S. JR. (1964) Epidemiological aspects of postpartum mental illness. British Journal of Preventive and Social Medicine, 18, 189–195.Google Scholar


 
 

 Paykel, E. S., Emms, E. M., Fletcher, J. & Rassaby, E. S. (1980) Life events and social support in puerperal depression. British Journal of Psychiatry, 136, 339–346.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Pitt, B. (1968) Atypical depression following childbirth. British Journal of Psychiatry, 114, 1325–1335.Google Scholar


 
 

 Protheroe, C. (1969) Puerperal psychoses: a long term study 1927–1961. British Journal of Psychiatry, 115, 9–30.Google Scholar


 
 

 Pugh, T. F., Jerath, B. K., Schmidt, W. M. & Reed, R. B. (1963) Rates of mental disease related to childbearing. New England Journal of Medicine, 268, 1224–1228.Google Scholar


 
 

 Seager, C. P. (1960) A controlled study of post-partum illness. Journal of Mental Science, 106, 214–230.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Spitzer, R. L., Endicott, J. & Robins, E. (1978) Research diagnostic criteria: rationale and reliability. Archives of General Psychiatry, 35, 773–782.Google Scholar


 
 

 Stein, G. (1982) The maternity blues. In Motherhood and Mental Illness (eds. Brockington, I. F. & Kumar, R.). London: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Thuwe, I. (1974) Genetic factors in puerperal psychosis. British Journal of Psychiatry, 125, 378–385.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wing, J. K., Cooper, J. E. & Sartorius, N. (1974) The Measurement and Classification of Psychiatric Symptoms. London: Cambridge University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 World Health Organisation (1978) Mental disorders: glossary and guide to their classification in accordance with the Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases. Geneva: World Health Organisation.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
  	69
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
69




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Kumar, R.
Meltzer, E. S.
Hepplewhite, Rosalind
and
Stevenson, A. D.
1986.
Admitting Mentally Ill Mothers with their Babies into Psychiatric Hospitals.
Bulletin of the Royal College of Psychiatrists,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 7,
p.
169.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






McNeil, T. F.
1986.
A prospective study of postpartum psychoses in a high‐risk group: I. Clinical characteristics of the current postpartum episodes.
Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica,
Vol. 74,
Issue. 2,
p.
205.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Platz, C.
and
Kendell, R. E.
1988.
A Matched-control Follow-up and Family Study of ‘Puerperal Psychoses’.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 153,
Issue. 1,
p.
90.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Crossling, Paddpy
Brooker, Angie
and
McGrath, Graeme
1988.
Nursing mentally III mothers with their babies.
Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 1,
p.
41.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Rabin, Douglas
Gold, Philip W.
Margioris, Andrew N.
and
Chrousos, George P.
1988.
Mechanisms of Physical and Emotional Stress.
Vol. 245,
Issue. ,
p.
377.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kumar, R.
1989.
8 Postpartum psychosis.
Baillière's Clinical Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
Vol. 3,
Issue. 4,
p.
823.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Dean, C.
Williams, R. J.
and
Brockington, I. F.
1989.
Is puerperal psychosis the same as bipolar manic-depressive disorder? A family study.
Psychological Medicine,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 3,
p.
637.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Harding, John J.
1989.
Postpartum psychiatric disorders: A review.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 30,
Issue. 1,
p.
109.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Unterman, Rosalind R.
Posner, Norman A.
and
Williams, Karen N.
1990.
Postpartum Depressive Disorders: Changing Trends.
Birth,
Vol. 17,
Issue. 3,
p.
131.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Steiner, Meir
1990.
Postpartum Psychiatric Disorders.
The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 35,
Issue. 1,
p.
89.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






McGorry, Patrick
and
Connell, Sheryl
1990.
The nosology and prognosis of puerperal psychosis: A review.
Comprehensive Psychiatry,
Vol. 31,
Issue. 6,
p.
519.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Guscott, Richard G.
and
Steiner, Meir
1991.
A Multidisciplinary Treatment Approach to Postpartum Psychoses.
The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 36,
Issue. 8,
p.
551.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Klompenhouwer, J. L.
and
van Hulst, A. M.
1991.
Classification of postpartum psychosis: a study of 250 mother and baby admissions in the Netherlands.
Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica,
Vol. 84,
Issue. 3,
p.
255.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Stewart, D. E.
Klompenhouwer, J. L.
Kendell, R. E.
and
Van Hulst, A. M.
1991.
Prophylactic Lithium in Puerperal Psychosis.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 158,
Issue. 3,
p.
393.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Sandyk, Reuven
1991.
Postpartum Psychosis and the Pineal Gland.
International Journal of Neuroscience,
Vol. 62,
Issue. 1-2,
p.
101.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Rahim, F. M. A.
and
Al‐Sabiae, A.
1991.
Puerperal psychosis in a teaching hospital in Saudi Arabia: clinical profile and cross‐cultural comparison.
Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica,
Vol. 84,
Issue. 6,
p.
508.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Silverstone, Trevor
1991.
Biological Aspects of Affective Disorders.
p.
271.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Benvenuti, P.
Cabras, P.L.
Servi, P.
Rosseti, S.
Marchetti, G.
and
Pazzagli, A.
1992.
Puerperal psychoses: A clinical case study with follow-up.
Journal of Affective Disorders,
Vol. 26,
Issue. 1,
p.
25.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Hunt, Neil
Bruce-Jones, William
and
Silverstone, Trevor
1992.
Life events and relapse in bipolar affective disorder.
Journal of Affective Disorders,
Vol. 25,
Issue. 1,
p.
13.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Krener, P.
Treat, J. N.
and
Hansen, R. L.
1993.
Research in pregnancy and mental illness: testing old wives' hypotheses.
Journal of Psychosomatic Obstetrics & Gynecology,
Vol. 14,
Issue. 3,
p.
163.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Puerperal Mental Illness, Clinical Features and Classification: A Study of 142 Mother-and-Baby Admissions








	Volume 147, Issue 6
	
E. S. Meitzer (a1) and R. Kumar (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.147.6.647





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Puerperal Mental Illness, Clinical Features and Classification: A Study of 142 Mother-and-Baby Admissions








	Volume 147, Issue 6
	
E. S. Meitzer (a1) and R. Kumar (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.147.6.647





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Puerperal Mental Illness, Clinical Features and Classification: A Study of 142 Mother-and-Baby Admissions








	Volume 147, Issue 6
	
E. S. Meitzer (a1) and R. Kumar (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.147.6.647





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















