






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-g5k2d
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-08T18:36:57.477Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 157 Issue 3 
	>Hypochondriasis and Somatosensory Amplification



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Extract
	References




  Hypochondriasis and Somatosensory Amplification
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
02 January 2018

    Arthur J. Barsky    and
Grace Wyshak   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Arthur J. Barsky*
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School, and Psychiatry Service and Primary Care Program, Massachusetts General Hospital, ACC 807, Fruit Street, Boston, MA 02114, USA




	Grace Wyshak
	Affiliation: Department of Medicine, Harvard Medical School and Harvard Center for Population Studies, Harvard School of Public Health, 9 Bow Street, Cambridge, MA 02138




 	
*

	∗Correspondence






 


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Extract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Extract
  A self-report questionnaire completed by 177 out-patients showed that hypochondriasis and amplification had a zero-order correlation of 0.56, and in stepwise multiple regression amplification accounted for 31 % of the variance in hypochondriasis, after sociodemographic variables had been accounted for. Fears of ageing and death, and a childhood history of illness in the family, increased the R2 to 0.50. Amplification was more powerful in women than in men and was also a significant (although weaker) correlate of somatisation, explaining 12% of the variance. Somatisation also correlated with being female, the propensity to seek medical care, and a diminished sense of efficacy over one's health. Our findings are consistent with the possibility that somatosensory amplification occurs in hypochondriasis.
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