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  Abstract
  The CIDI is a fully standardised, structured interview for the assessment of psychiatric disorders according to DSM–III–R and proposed ICD–10 criteria. The development of this interview has been the collaborative effort of researchers from 18 sites around the world. In a field trial to test the cross-cultural acceptability and reliability of the questions, there was found to be high acceptance and excellent reliability for the substance use questions, problems with the lengthy alcohol section, and difficulties translating relevant substance use concepts into different languages. There is therefore room for further improvement in the substance-related questions. There proved to be differences between ICD–10 and DSM–III–R regarding substance abuse and dependence disorders.
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 Footnotes
 
 The field trial participants included, in addition to those listed above: A. C. Altamura, G. Andrews, J. D. Burke, P. R. Dingemans, A. Droux, A. Farmer, J. E. Helzer, A. Janca, J. P. Lepine, C. T. Miranda, C. Pull, D. A. Regier, M. Rubio-Stipec, I. Sandanger, R. Smeets, G. Tacchini, M. Tehrani, J. E. Tipp, C. Allgulander, J. Halikas, G. Ingebrigsten, M. Isaac, P. L. Jenkins, G. E. Kuehne, G. Lyketsos, W. Maier, J. Kraus, Liang Shu.
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