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  Abstract
  The HRSD, HRSA, SCL–90 scales were psychometrically investigated in a cross-national sample of patients with varieties of non-psychotic symptoms of anxiety and depression. Across the cultural backgrounds the scores obtained from the original versions of these scales are not sufficient statistics. However, latent structure analysis has identified homogeneous subscales for depression (the HRSD) and for discomfort (an SCL subscale). High concurrent validity was found between the subscales of depression, anxiety and discomfort. In international research, inhomogeneity among scale items can be confounded with group differences which are usually ascribed to drug differences.
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 Footnotes
 
 ∗Also other members of the working group on scales in the Cross-National Collaborative Panic Study: J. Deltito, D. Nutzinger, N. Argyle, S. Rasmussen and D. Shera.
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