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  Extract
  BackgroundThis investigation sought to determine the prevalences of various psychopathologies in outstandingly creative individuals, and to test a hypothesis that the high prevalence of mental abnormalities reported in prominent living creative persons would not be found in those who had achieved and retained world status.

MethodThe family background, physical health, personality, psychosexuality and mental health of 291 famous men in science, thought, politics, and art were investigated. The membership of the six series of scientists and inventors, thinkers and scholars, statesmen and national leaders, painters and sculptors, composers, and of novelists and playwrights was determined by the availability of sufficiently adequate biographies. Extracted data were transformed into diagnoses in accordance with DSM–III–R criteria, when appropriate.

ResultsAll excelled not only by virtue of their abilities and originality, but also of their drive, perseverance, industry, and meticulousness. With a few exceptions, these men were emotionally warm, with a gift for friendship and sociability. Most had unusual personality characteristics and, in addition, minor ‘neurotic’ abnormalities were probably more common than in the general population. Severe personality deviations were unduly frequent only in the case of visual artists and writers. Functional psychoses were probably less frequent than psychiatric epidemiology would suggest, and they were entirely restricted to the affective varieties. Among other functional disorders, only depressive conditions, alcoholism, and, less reliably, psychosexual problems were more prevalent than expected in some professional categories, but strikingly so in writers.

ConclusionsSimilar findings have been reported for living artists and writers, and this suggests that certain pathological personality characteristics, as well as tendencies towards depression and alcoholism, are causally linked to some kinds of valuable creativity.



 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	The British Journal of Psychiatry
  
,
Volume 165
  
,
Issue 1
  , July 1994  , pp. 22 - 34 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.165.1.22
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1994 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Altman, D. G. (1991) Randomisation: Essential for reducing bias. British Medical Journal, 302, 1481–1482.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 American Psychiatric Association (1987) Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (3rd edn, revised) (DSM–III–R). Washington, DC: APA.Google Scholar


 
 

 Anderson, E. W. (1971) Strindberg's illness. Psychological Medicine, 1, 104–117.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Andreasen, N. C. (1973) James Joyce: A portrait of the artist as a schizoid. Journal of the American Medical Association, 224, 67–71.Google Scholar


 
 

 Andreasen, N. C. (1987) Creativity and mental illness: prevalence rates in writers and their first-degree relatives. American Journal of Psychiatry, 144, 1288–1296.Google ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Baker, G. (1969) Ernest Hemingway: A life-study.
London: Collins.Google Scholar


 
 

 Becker, G. (1978) The Mad Genius Controversy: A study in the Sociology of Deviance.
Beverly Hills: Sage Publications.Google Scholar


 
 

 Blakemore, C. (1988) The Mind Machine.
London: BBC Books.Google Scholar


 
 

 Brown, D. (1991) Tchaikovsky: A Biographical and Critical Study (IV).
London: Victor Gollancz.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cabanne, P. (1963) Van Gogh (English translation).
London: Thames & Hudson.Google Scholar


 
 

 Claridge, G., Pryor, R. & Watkins, G. (1990) Sounds from the Bell Jar.
Basingstoke: Macmillan.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Clark, R. W. (1980) Freud: The Man and the Cause.
London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson.Google Scholar


 
 

 Creed, F., Guthrie, E., Black, D. & Tranmer, H. (1993) Psychiatric referrals within the general hospital: comparisons with referrals to general practitioners. British Journal of Psychiatry, 162, 204–211.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eastwood, M. R. & Kramer, P. M. (1981) Epidemiology and depression. Psychological Medicine, 11, 227–234.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Eaton, H. W., Dryman, A., Sorenson, A., et al (1989) DSM–III Major Depressive Disorders in the community: A latent class analysis of data from the NIMH Epidemiological Catchment Area Programme. British Journal of Psychiatry, 155, 48–54.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ellman, R. (1959) James Joyce.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eysenck, H. J. (1983) The roots of creativity: cognitive ability or personality trait? Roeper Review, (May), pp. 10–12.Google Scholar


 
 

 Freeman, H. (1991) The human brain and political behaviour. British Journal of Psychiatry, 159, 19–32.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gastaut, H. (1956) La maladie de Vincent van Gogh envisagée à la lumière des conceptions nouvelles sur l'épilepsie psychomotrice. Annales Medico-Psychologiques, 114, 196–238.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hare, E. (1976) Michael Faraday's loss of memory. Proceedings of the Royal Institution of Great Britain, 49, 33–52.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hare, E. (1987) Creativity and mental illness. British Medical Journal, 295, 1587–1589.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Higgit, A. & Fonagy, P. (1992) Psychotherapy in borderline and narcissistic personality disorders. British Journal of Psychiatry, 161, 23–43.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Jamison, K. R. (1989) Mood disorders and patterns of creativity in British writers and artists. Psychiatry, 32, 125–134.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Jamison, K. R. (1993) Touched with Fire.
New York: Free Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jamison, K. R. & Wyatt, R. J. (1992) Vincent van Gogh's illness. British Medical Journal, 304, 577.Google Scholar


 
 

 Johnson, A. M., Wadsworth, J., Wellinos, K., et al (1992) Sexual life style and HIV risk. Nature, 360, 410–412.Google Scholar


 
 

 Juda, A. (1949) The relationship between highest mental capacity and psychic abnormalities. American Journal of Psychiatry, 106, 296–304.Google Scholar


 
 

 Juda, A. (1953) Hoechstbegabung: Ihre Erbverhaeltnisse sowie ihre Beziehungeg zu psychischen Anomalien.
Muenchen: Urban & Schwarzenberg.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kessel, N. (1989) Genius and mental disorder: a history of ideas concerning their conjunction. In Genius: The History of an Idea (ed. Murray, P.). Oxford: Basil Blackwell.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lerner, M. (1975) Maupassant.
London: Allen & Unwin.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lewis, S. J. & Harder, D. W. (1991) A comparison of four measures to diagnose DSM–III–R borderline personality disorder in out-patients. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 179, 329–337.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Loftus, L. S. & Arnold, W. N. (1991) Vincent van Gogh's illness: acute intermittent porphyria? British Medical Journal, 303, 1589–1591.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lucas, E. G. (1987) Alcohol in industry. British Medical Journal, 294, 460–461.Google Scholar


 
 

 Paykel, E. S. & Priest, R. G. (1992) Recognition and management of depressions in general practice: Consensus statement. British Medical Journal, 305, 1198–1202.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Payne, R. (1973) The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler.
London: Jonathan Cape.Google Scholar


 
 

 Regier, D. A., Myers, J. K., Kramer, M., et al (1984) The NIMH Epidemiological Catchment Area program: Historical context, major objectives, and study of population characteristics. Archives of General Psychiatry, 41, 934–941.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Reich, J., Nduaguba, M. & Yates, W. (1988) Age and sex distribution of DSM–III cluster traits in a community population. Comprehensive Psychiatry, 29, 298–303.Google Scholar


 
 

 Slater, E. (1970) The problems of pathography. Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica (suppl. 219), 209–215.Google Scholar


 
 

 Slater, E. (1979) The creative personality. In Psychiatry, Genetics and Pathography (eds Roth, M. & Cowie, V.). London: Gaskell Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Slater, E. & Meyer, A. (1959) Contribution to a pathography of the musicians: 1. Robert Schumann. Confinia Psychiatrica, 2, 65–94.Google Scholar


 
 

 Slater, E. & Meyer, A. (1960) Contributions to a pathography of the musicians: 2. Organic and psychotic disorders. Confinia Psychiatrica, 3, 129–145.Google Scholar


 
 

 Storr, A. (1988) The School of Genius.
London: Andre Deutsch.Google Scholar


 
 

 Taylor, R. (1982) Robert Schumann: His Life and Work.
London: Granada.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tyrer, P., Casey, P. & Ferguson, R. (1991) Personality disorder in perspective. British Journal of Psychiatry, 155, 463–471.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wittchen, H. H. & Essau, C. (1992) The epidemiology of neurosis, benzodiazepine use and abuse. In Benzodiazepine Dependence: A Multi-author Book (ed. Hallström, C.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 World Health Organization (1983) World Health Statistics Annual.
Geneva: WHO.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
  	268
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


    


 













Cited by





	



268




	


















Crossref Citations










This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Freeman, Joan
1995.
Recent Studies of Giftedness in Children.
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry,
Vol. 36,
Issue. 4,
p.
531.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Crichton, P.
1995.
Stravinsky, Hogarth and Bedlam.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 8,
p.
496.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Keynes, Milo
1995.
Creativity and psychopathology.
The Lancet,
Vol. 345,
Issue. 8943,
p.
138.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Freeman, Hugh
1995.
Muse in Torment. by Alex Mezey. Lewes: The Book Guild. 1994. Pp 328+xiii. £12.95.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 19,
Issue. 9,
p.
588.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Freeman, Joan
1995.
Recent Studies of Giftedness in Children.
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry,
Vol. 36,
Issue. 4,
p.
531.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Post, Felix
1996.
Eccentrics. By David Weeks and Jamie James. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 1995. 195 pp. £17.99 (hb).
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 168,
Issue. 5,
p.
664.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Martin, Stephen D.
1996.
Psychiatric training in police surgeon work.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 20,
Issue. 3,
p.
182.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Philpot, Michael
1996.
Stravinsky, Hogarth and Bedlam.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 20,
Issue. 3,
p.
182.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Bonetti, Shane
and
Madden, Chris
1996.
Harmony, aesthetics and anaesthesia: Utilising a broad definition of cultural economics.
The European Journal of Cultural Policy,
Vol. 2,
Issue. 2,
p.
255.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Post, Felix
1996.
Verbal Creativity, Depression and Alcoholism.
British Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 168,
Issue. 5,
p.
545.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baeck, Erik
1996.
Was Maurice Ravel's illness a corticobasal degeneration?.
Clinical Neurology and Neurosurgery,
Vol. 98,
Issue. 1,
p.
57.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Smith, Gudmund
1997.
The Complexity of Creativity.
p.
23.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kemp, Roisin
and
Loftus, Josephine
1997.
Beckett: portraits of the artist in exile.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 10,
p.
656.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Freeman, Joan
1997.
The emotional development of the highly able.
European Journal of Psychology of Education,
Vol. 12,
Issue. 4,
p.
479.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






James, David V.
and
Gilluley, Paul L.
1997.
Psychotic patients and patent applications.
Psychiatric Bulletin,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 12,
p.
764.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Pickles, Andrew
1998.
Psychiatric epidemiology.
Statistical Methods in Medical Research,
Vol. 7,
Issue. 3,
p.
235.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kay, S.
Rogers, K.
Albert, Robert S.
Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly
Davis, Gary A.
Feldman, David Henry
Benjamin, Ann C.
Parnes, Sidney J.
Puccio, Gerard J.
Simonton, Dean Keith
Sternberg, Robert J.
and
Torrance, E. Paul
1998.
Letters from the field.
Roeper Review,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 1,
p.
78.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Waddell, Charlotte
1998.
Creativity and Mental Illness: Is There a Link?.
The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry,
Vol. 43,
Issue. 2,
p.
166.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Diamandopoulos, A A
Vlachos, I O
and
Marketos, S G
1998.
Hypermanic Traits behind a Byzantine Princess's Creativity.
Journal of Medical Biography,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 4,
p.
227.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Lerner, Vladimir
1998.
The Pathography of Composers: Modest Mussorgsky.
Journal of Medical Biography,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 3,
p.
175.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference




Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	









	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Creativity and Psychopathology a Study of 291 World-Famous Men








	Volume 165, Issue 1
	
Felix Post (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.165.1.22





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Creativity and Psychopathology a Study of 291 World-Famous Men








	Volume 165, Issue 1
	
Felix Post (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.165.1.22





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Creativity and Psychopathology a Study of 291 World-Famous Men








	Volume 165, Issue 1
	
Felix Post (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.165.1.22





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















