






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-88dd8db54-lnbs5
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-11T13:07:44.474Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 173 Issue 1 
	>Excess mortality of mental disorder



 	English
	
Français






    The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Excess mortality of mental disorder
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
03 January 2018

    Clare Harris    and
Brian Barraclough   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Clare Harris*
	Affiliation: Mental Health Group, University of Southampton




	Brian Barraclough
	Affiliation: Mental Health Group, University of Southampton




 	
*

	Dr B. M. Barraclough, Mental Health Group, University of Southampton, Royal South Hants Hospital, Brintons Terrace, Southampton SO14 0YG. e-mail: bhb2@soton.ac.uk Offprints will not be available from the authors.






 


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  BackgroundWe describe the increased risk of premature death from natural and from unnatural causes for the common mental disorders.

MethodWith a Medline search (1966–1995) we found 152 English language reports on the mortality of mental disorder which met our inclusion criteria. From these reports, covering 27 mental disorder categories and eight treatment categories, we calculated standardised mortality ratios (SMRs) and 95% confidence intervals (CIs) for all causes of death, all natural causes and all unnatural causes; and for most, SMRs for suicide, other violent causes and specific natural causes.

ResultsHighest risks of premature death, from both natural and unnatural causes, are for substance abuse and eating disorders. Risk of death from unnatural causes is especially high for the functional disorders, particularly schizophrenia and major depression. Deaths from natural causes are markedly increased for organic mental disorders, mental retardation and epilepsy.

ConclusionAll mental disorders have an increased risk of premature death.
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