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  Abstract
  BackgroundAn excess of psychotic illness in Black people has been found in cross-sectional studies. Little is known about the outcome of psychosis in different ethnic groups in the UK.

AimsTo compare the incidence, nature and long-term outcome of psychosis in different ethnic groups.

MethodA five-year, prospective study of an epidemiological cohort of people with a first contact for psychosis.

ResultsAge-standardised incidence rates for schizophrenia and non-affective psychosis were higher for Black and Asian people than Whites. Stability of diagnosis and course of illness were similar in all ethnic groups. During the fifth year, Black people were more likely than others to be detained, brought to hospital by the police and given emergency injections.

ConclusionsThe nature and outcome of psychotic illness is similar in all ethnic groups but Black people experience more adverse contacts with services later in the course of illness.
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