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  Abstract
  BackgroundThere have been few large-scale studies of long-term suicide risk in mental disorders in the UK.

AimsTo estimate the long-term risk of suicide in psychiatric patients.

MethodA sample of 7921 individuals was identified from the Salford Psychiatric Case Register. Mortality by suicide or undetermined external cause during a follow-up period of up to 18 years was determined using the NHS Central Register; suicide risks were estimated as rate ratios.

ResultsSuicide risk was increased more than ten-fold in both genders: the rate ratio for males was 11.4; for females it was 13.7. The risk was highest in young patients, but high risk continued into late life. The diagnoses with the highest risk were schizophrenia, affective disorders, personality disorder and (in males) substance dependence. Risk was also associated with recent initial contact and number of admissions but not comorbidity.

ConclusionsThe suicide risks estimated in this study are generally higher than those previously reported, notably in schizophrenia and personality disorder, and in previous in-patients. Patients with these high-risk diagnoses, an onset of illness within the previous 1–3 years, or more than one previous admission should be regarded as priority groups for suicide prevention by mental health services.
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