






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-fqc5m
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-03T13:12:40.368Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 188 Issue 2 
	>Schizophrenia, neuroleptic medication and mortality



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References




  Schizophrenia, neuroleptic medication and mortality
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
02 January 2018

    Matti Joukamaa   ,
Markku Heliövaara   ,
Paul Knekt   ,
Arpo Aromaa   ,
Raimo Raitasalo    and
Ville Lehtinen   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Matti Joukamaa*
	Affiliation: Tampere School of Public Health, University of Tampere and Department of Psychiatry Tampere University Hospital, Tampere




	Markku Heliövaara
	Affiliation: National Public Health Institute, Helsinki




	Paul Knekt
	Affiliation: National Public Health Institute, Helsinki




	Arpo Aromaa
	Affiliation: National Public Health Institute, Helsinki




	Raimo Raitasalo
	Affiliation: Social Insurance Institution, Helsinki




	Ville Lehtinen
	Affiliation: National Research and Development Centre for Welfare and Health, Helsinki, Finland




 	
*

	Dr Matti Joukamaa, Department of Social Psychiatry, Tampere
School of Public Health, University of Tampere, FIN-33014, Finland. E-mail:
matti.joukamaa@uta.fi






 


    	Article

	eLetters (1)

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References


  [image: alt] Save PDF [image: alt]Save PDF (0.12 mb)
  [image: alt]View PDF
 [Opens in a new window]   [image: alt] Save to Dropbox [image: alt] Save to Google Drive [image: alt] 
     DB8F8373-4111-493B-B4C2-BF91610CACC1
     
         
             
                 
                     
                     
                
            
        
    



 Save to Kindle 
 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
 
Core share and HTML view are not available for this content. However, as you have access to this content, a full PDF is available via the ‘Save PDF’ action button.

 BackgroundThere is an excess of death from natural causes among people with
schizophrenia.

AimsSchizophrenia and its treatment with neuroleptics were studied for their
prediction of mortality in a representative population sample of 7217
Finns aged ⩾30 years.

MethodA comprehensive health examination was carried out at baseline.
Schizophrenia was determined using the Present State Examination and
previous medical records.

ResultsDuring a 17-year follow-up, 39 of the 99 people with schizophrenia died.
Adjusted for age and gender, the relative mortality risk between those
with schizophrenia and others was 2.84 (95% CI 2.06–3.90), and was2.25
(95%CI1.61–3.15) after further adjusting for somatic diseases, blood
pressure, cholesterol, body mass index, smoking, exercise, alcohol intake
and education. The number of neuroleptics used at the time of the
baseline survey showed a graded relation to mortality. Adjusted for age,
gender, somatic diseases and other potential risk factors for premature
death, the relative risk was 2.50 (95% CI1.46–4.30) per increment of one
neuroleptic.

ConclusionsThere is an urgent need to ascertain whether the high mortality in
schizophrenia is attributable to the disorder itself or the antipsychotic
medication.
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