






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-llglr
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-08T19:56:19.530Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>The British Journal of Psychiatry 
	>Volume 194 Issue 6 
	>Effect of a single dose of citalopram on amygdala response...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] The British Journal of Psychiatry
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References




  Effect of a single dose of citalopram on amygdala response to emotional faces
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
02 January 2018

    Susannah E. Murphy   ,
Raymond Norbury   ,
Ursula O'Sullivan   ,
Philip J. Cowen    and
Catherine J. Harmer   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Susannah E. Murphy*
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, Warneford Hospital, Oxford




	Raymond Norbury
	Affiliation: University of Oxford Centre for Clinical Magnetic Resonance Research, John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford




	Ursula O'Sullivan
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, Warneford Hospital, Oxford, UK




	Philip J. Cowen
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, Warneford Hospital, Oxford, UK




	Catherine J. Harmer
	Affiliation: Department of Psychiatry, Warneford Hospital, Oxford, UK




 	
*

	Dr Susannah Murphy, Department of Psychiatry, Warneford
Hospital, Oxford OX3 7JX. Email: Susannah.Murphy@psych.ox.ac.uk






 


    	Article

	eLetters

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References


  [image: alt] Save PDF [image: alt]Save PDF (0.11 mb)
  [image: alt]View PDF
 [Opens in a new window]   [image: alt] Save to Dropbox [image: alt] Save to Google Drive [image: alt] 
     DB8F8373-4111-493B-B4C2-BF91610CACC1
     
         
             
                 
                     
                     
                
            
        
    



 Save to Kindle 
 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
 
Core share and HTML view are not available for this content. However, as you have access to this content, a full PDF is available via the ‘Save PDF’ action button.

 BackgroundSelective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) are typically thought to
have a delay of several weeks in the onset of their clinical effects.
However, recent reports suggest they may have a much earlier therapeutic
onset. A reduction in amygdala responsivity has been implicated in the
therapeutic action of SSRIs.

AimsTo investigate the effect of a single dose of an SSRI on the amygdala
response to emotional faces.

MethodTwenty-six healthy volunteers were randomised to receive a single oral
dose of citalopram (20 mg) or placebo. Effects on the processing of
facial expressions were assessed 3 h later using functional magnetic
resonance imaging.

ResultsVolunteers treated with citalopram displayed a significantly reduced
amygdala response to fearful facial expressions compared with
placebo.

ConclusionsSuch an immediate effect of an SSRI on amygdala responses to threat
supports the idea that antidepressants have an earlier onset of
therapeutically relevant effects than conventionally thought.
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