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  Extract
  George H——, a Quarter master-Sergeant in the 38th Regiment, was admitted into Grove Hall Asylum on the 12th of June, 1874. It was stated that the attack had then been of between one and two months' duration; that it was supposed to be aggravated, if not induced, by tropical climate; and that he had become epileptic. Previously to his admission he had been in a state of active maniacal excitement, incoherent, noisy, destructive, violent, and the subject of delusions of a grandiose character.
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Dr. Boyd has stated that the average weight of the left side of the cerebrum is about ½ oz. greater than that of the right side, but Dr. Thurnam
mentions that Wagner has denied the preponderance of the left cerebrum. The subject of these notes was right-handed.Google Scholar
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In a healthy brain examined by Dr. Crichton Browne it seems that when the grey matter in corresponding situations in the two hemispheres varied in this respect the higher specific gravity was more frequent in the right than in the left one in the proportion of eight to five. Vide “Lancet,” Aug. 22, 1874, p. 269.Google Scholar




 
 
∗

 ∗
“Psychol. Med.,” 3rd Ed., p. 588 et seq.Google Scholar
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The order of these phenomena was somewhat similar to that in a case by Dr. Hughlings Jackson, where the doubtful inference was drawn that the symptoms depended upon pressure on the healthy left corpus striatum.—Wide “Med. Times and Gaz.,” Aug. 15, 1868.Google Scholar
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“Lancet,” Feb. 1873, p. 163, and “West Bid. Beps.,” Vol. iii., p. 336.Google Scholar
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Baume cites cases of greater disequilibrium, “Ann. Med. Psych.,” 1862, p. 541.Google Scholar
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 ∗
Bailiarger makes a clear distinction between the two varieties. He does not, as one of his critics seems to imply, attribute all the hemiplegias in General Paralytics with these modes of onset to unilateral cerebral atrophy. “L'atrophie prédominante trouve done son explication dans ces congestions plus ou moins répétées sur l'un des hémispheres …. Les auteurs en effet ont admis deux sortes de congestions dans la paralysie générale, les unes lentes et permanentes, les autres brusques et instantanées …. Les congestions qui précèdent la paralysie générale ou qui souviennent dans son cours sont souvent accompagnées d'hemiplegies passageres … En se repetant sur un seul hémisphere ces congestions finissent par amener des hemiplegies persistantes le plus souvent incompletes.” —Op. Cit., pp. 172 and 173.Google Scholar
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