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  Extract
  Since 1901, when Kruse first isolated his so-called “pseudo-dysenteric” bacilli from an institution outbreak of dysentery in Westphalia, much research on the subject has been carried out in Germany and in the United States, and the bacteriology has been well established. In this country, however, comparatively few outbreaks have been investigated, and of these only a few can be considered satisfactory. As a matter of fact, most of the early work is valueless, as non-selective media alone were used for isolating the supposed organism. Thus in 1898 Dr. Goodliffe investigated an epidemic in the Lancaster County Asylum, and came to the conclusion that it was due to a bacillus resembling B. coli, which he styled “the bacillus of ulcerative colitis.” A similar view was held by Dr. Gemmell in his monograph on the disease. Campbell, working at Rainhill in 1899, cultivated from the fæces of eight dysentery patients an organism which was almost certainly of the coli group, and regarded by him as a very likely cause of the disease. Although conversant with the writings of Chantemesse and Widal, who were the precursors of Shiga and were then actually working on B. dysenteriæ, he apparently failed to realise the significance of their investigations. In 1899 also, an outbreak at Mickleover Asylum was the subject of research by the Medical Superintendent, Dr. Legge, and Dr. Barwise, M.O.H. for Derbyshire. What was termed a “virulent” form of B. enteritidis sporogenes was here regarded as the cause of the disease, having been isolated from eight cases; but a “non-virulent” form was also found in the stools of healthy patients. All these observers, so far as I can gather, employed agar only for primary cultivation, and none of them carried out any satisfactory agglutination tests. In the first volume of Mott's Archives of Neurology, Durham published the results of some work emanating from the Claybury laboratory. He claimed that from the blood, bile and certain abdominal viscera of seven out of eight patients who had died from dysentery he had cultivated a coccus so minute that it was able to pass through the pores of a Berkefeld filter. Cultures were never made from the fæces; subcultivation in a series of generations was found impossible; and the results of agglutination and animal experiments were negative. Dr. Eyre, of Guy's Hospital, was certainly the first in Britain to show asylum researchers the way to a sounder bacteriological knowledge of the disease. Using the Conradi-Drigalski medium, in 1904 he recovered Shiga's bacillus from the fæces of four out of five Claybury patients suffering from the acute form of the disease, and post-mortem from two out of four additional cases, agglutination being obtained with the organisms, and an anti-dysenteric serum in a dilution of 1–200. As the result of further investigation, he found the bacillus of Flexner also present in several of the series, and in a private communication stated that he had detected it altogether in six out of nine acute, and fifteen out of thirty-five chronic cases, none of the latter yielding Shiga's bacillus. Hewlett (1904) tested the sera of two asylum dysentery patients with B. dysenteriæ (obtained from Flexner), and obtained a positive result in 1–50 in one case and 1–100 in the other. In a paper read before the Royal Academy of Medicine in 1905, McWeeny described a bacillus of the mannite-fermenting dysentery group which had been isolated from a severe (subsequently fatal) case in Clonmel Asylum. This organism was noteworthy, inasmuch as it produced no indol, and caused the death of several rabbits while an attempt was being made to immunise them. In the following year Candler, of Claybury, investigated the fæces of six cases suspected to be suffering from acute dysentery. “In five of them an organism resembling the Flexner type was isolated and submitted to the usual tests. The sixth was subsequently proved to have intestinal tuberculosis.” As the result of an examination of five cases occurring in one of the Sussex county asylums in 1908, Bushnell, using Conradi plates, found no dysentery bacilli present, but his report is short and incomplete. An important research was made by Aveline, Boycott and Macdonald of the Lister Institute in 1909. They obtained specimens of dysenteric fæces from Cotford Asylum, and from seventeen out of nineteen Flexner's bacillus was recovered. The spleen and mesenteric gland of a fatal case yielded it also. MacConkey's bile-salt-lactose-neutral-red agar was employed for separation of the organisms by these investigators for the first time in this work. Agglutination was obtained with patients' serum and organisms up to 1–200 and 500, and a multivalent dysentery horse-serum was shown to agglutinate in a dilution of 1–1,000, and when tested to 1–10,000, time allowed being two hours.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Part I.—Original Articles


 	
Information

	Journal of Mental Science
  
,
Volume 59
  
,
Issue 247
  , October 1913  , pp. 621 - 640 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.59.247.621
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1913 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 
(1)

 (1)
Kruse, . —Deutsch, med. Wochenschr., 1901, xxvii.Google Scholar


 
 
(2)

 (2)
Goodcliffe, . —Lancaster County Asylum Report, 1899.Google Scholar


 
 
(3)

 (3)
Gemmell, . —Idiopathic Ulcerative Colitis.Google Scholar


 
 
(4)

 (4)
Campbell, . —Journ. of Path. and Bacteriol., 1899, Vol. vi, No. 2.Google Scholar


 
 
(5)

 (5)
Chantemesse,  and Widal, . —Bull. de l'Acad. de Med., 1888.Google Scholar


 
 
(6)

 (6)
Legge, . —Journal of Mental Science, 1899, Vol. xlv.Google Scholar


 
 
(7)

 (7)
Durham, . —Archives of Neurology and Psychiatry, Vol. i, 1899.Google Scholar


 
 
(8)

 (8)
Eyre, . —Brit. Med. Journ., 1904
(April 30th).Google Scholar


 
 
(9)

 (9)
Aveline, , Boycott,  and Macdonald, . —Journal of Hygiene, Vol. viii, No. 3.Google Scholar


 
 
(10)

 (10)
Hewlett, . —Trans. Path. Soc., Lond., Vol. lv, 1904.Google Scholar


 
 
(11)

 (11)
McWeeny, . —Brit. Med. Journ., 1906
(June 30th).Google Scholar


 
 
(12)

 (12)
Candler,  and Dean, . —Archives of Neurology and Psychiatry, Vol. v, 1911.Google Scholar


 
 
(13)

 (13)
Bushnell, . —Brit. Med. Journ., 1908
(September 19th).Google Scholar


 
 
(14)

 (14)
Macalister, . —Ibid., 1910
(November 12th).Google Scholar


 
 
(15)

 (15)
Tebbutt, . —Journal of Hygiene, Vol. xii, No. 2.Google Scholar


 
 
(16)

 (16)
Report of Commissioners in Lunacy, England, 1912, p. 93.Google Scholar


 
 
(17)

 (17)
Morgan, .—Brit. Med. Journ., 1906
(April 21st) and 1907 (July 6th); Morgan,  and Ledingham, . —Proc. Roy. Soc. Med. (Epidemiological Section), 1909, vol. ii, p. 133.Google Scholar


 
 
(18)

 (18)
MacConkey.—Journal of Hygiene, Vol. viii, No. 3.Google Scholar


 
 
(19)

 (19)
Ledingham, .—“Enteric Fever Carriers,”
Local Government Board Report, 1910.Google Scholar


 
 
(20)

 (20)
Andrewes, . —Proc. Roy. Soc. Med. (Discussion on Alimentary Toxæmia), 1913
(March).Google Scholar


 
 
(21)

 (21)
Lentz, . —Handbuch für Micro-Organism (Kolle und Wassermann), Bd. ii, Ergänzung.Google Scholar


 
 
(22)

 (22)
Bainbridge,  and Dudfield, . —-Journal of Hygiene, Vol. xi, p. 356.Google Scholar


 
 
(23)

 (23)
Morgan, . —Ibid., Vol. xi, p. 1.Google Scholar


 
 
(24)

 (24)
Wassermann, . —Zeitschrift für Hygiene, Bd. xli.Google Scholar


 
 
(25)

 (25)
Hiss, . —Journ. of Med. Research, 1904
(December).Google Scholar


 
 
(26)

 (26)
Macalister, .—Private communication.Google Scholar


 
 
(27)

 (27)
Willmore,  and Ruffer, . —Brit. Med. Journ., 1909
(September 25th).Google Scholar


 
 
(28)

 (28)
Arkwright, .—Art. “Dysentery” in Carrier Problem in Infectious Diseases (Ledingham and Arkwright).Google Scholar


 
 
(29)

 (29)
Raymond, . —Annales de l'Inst. Pasteur, 1911
(August).Google Scholar


 
 
(30)

 (30)
Shiga, .—Art. “Dysentery” in Osler and Macrae's System of Medicine.Google Scholar


 
 
(31)

 (31)
Castellani, . —Journal of Hygiene, 1904, Vol. iv.Google Scholar


 
 
(32)

 (32)
Firth, . —Trans. Path. Soc., Lond., 1904, Vol. lv.Google Scholar


 
 
(33)

 (33)
Wells, . —Scientific Memoirs by Officers of Medical and Sanitary Departments of Government of India, No. 52.Google Scholar


 
 
(34)

 (34)
Flexner, . —Brit. Med. Journ., 1900
(September 29th).Google Scholar


 
 
(35)

 (35)
Flexner, .—Art. “Dysentery,”
Allbutt's, 
System of Medicine.Google Scholar


 
 
(36)

 (36)
Report of Commissioners in Lunacy, 1911, p. 53.Google Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
     




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
0




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















No CrossRef data available.















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








On the Bacteriology of Asylum Dysentery in England








	Volume 59, Issue 247
	
D.McKinley Reid (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.59.247.621





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





On the Bacteriology of Asylum Dysentery in England








	Volume 59, Issue 247
	
D.McKinley Reid (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.59.247.621





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





On the Bacteriology of Asylum Dysentery in England








	Volume 59, Issue 247
	
D.McKinley Reid (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.59.247.621





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















